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s Publication 6187 contains multiyear projections of the number of individual income tax returns to be filed 

with the IRS by major processing categories important for IRS planning operations. This includes details 
by form type, medium of filing, and other characteristics. Selected portions of the forecasts are also shown 
by campus and State.

Significant Trends Found in This Update of Publication 6187
● Taxpayers filed 159.0 million individual income tax returns for Calendar Year (CY) 2023. This number 

is projected to increase by 1.1 percent to 160.8 million in CY 2024 and grow at an average annual rate 
of 0.9 percent to 164.8 million by CY 2027.

● The total number of individual income tax returns filed electronically was 147.7 million in CY 2023. This 
number is projected to increase at an average annual rate of 1.6 percent to 157.6 million by CY 2027, 
representing 95.6 percent of the total number of individual returns filed.

● In CY 2023, taxpayers filed 63.8 million individual income tax returns online, representing 43.2 percent 
of the total number of individual tax returns filed electronically.

● The number of individual income tax returns filed electronically with the IRS by paid preparers was 
83.9 million in CY 2023, this number is projected to increase at an average annual rate of 0.7 percent 
to reach 86.2 million returns by CY 2027.

● The total number of individual income tax returns filed on paper was 11.4 million in CY 2023, representing 
7.2 percent of the total number of individual income tax returns.

Projections of the Number of Electronic
Individual Returns To Be Filed, Calendar
Years 2024–2027

 

NOTES: Number of individual income tax returns for CY 2023 are actual filings.

Total Electronically Filed

Practitioner

On-Line

0

20M

40M

60M

80M

100M

120M

140M

160M

180M

20272026202520242023

Projections of the Number of Individual
Returns To Be Filed, Calendar Years
2024–2026

NOTES: Number of individual income tax returns for CY 2023 are actual filings.

0

20M

40M

60M

80M

100M

120M

140M

160M

180M

20272026202520242023

Total Individual

Total Electronically Filed

Total Paper

e
mocn

f 
I

s 
o

citsitat
S

Publication 6187-A 
Calendar Year Projections of Individual Returns by Major 
Processing Categories

Publication 6187-A (Rev. 12-2024) Catalog Number 71890G
Statistics of Income www.irs.gov/statistics

http://www.irs.gov/statistics
https://www.irs.gov/statistics/projections-of-federal-tax-return-filings



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		PO78228_p6187-A--2024-12-00.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 1


		Passed: 29


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top
